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ing or Wowing noise; this, however, may be accompanied
by a sound, either high or low, loud or weak, originating
in the vocal chords. In the latter case, the stream of
air which from time to time is quickly inspired during
prolonged laughter, as is also the case in coughing,
may produce a clear, shrill tone in that organ which is
specially adapted for tones, namely, in the glottis.

Connected with coughing and laughing on account
of a similar disturbance of the breathing apparatus, is
sighing. In the latter, the air contained in the lungs is,
in a single act of expiration, either at once or with several
consecutive efforts hastily expelled, and escapes either
through the mouth or nose. The breathing noise which
is thus produced is often accompanied by a shrill tone
originating in the vocal chords, in which, on its passage
through the nasal cavity, nasal resonance can be dis-
tinctly recognized. Considered more closely, a material
difference may be observed between these two kinds of
sighing. The isolated sigh which appears as a single
act of expiration is to be attributed less to the activity of
the expiratory muscles than to a sudden cessation of that
muscular activity, which, as has been already shown,
regulates, by retarding, the issuing stream of air; the
elastic forces of expiration assume, therefore, absolute
power, and drive out the air with greater rapidity. When
the sigh is repeated by fits in single expiratory acts, as
happens, for instance, in violent crying, the stream of
air is, on the contrary, driven out by small, weak mus-
cular impulses, so that, as far as mechanism is concerned,
there is a considerable resemblance with laughing and
coughing, which accounts for the fact that it is often
difficult with a crying child, when it is beginning to be
comforted, to decide whether it is still sighing or
beginning to laugh. This similarity becomes still more